5. INTRODUCTION TO THE ARAB WORLD: 

ISLAM

A.
Pre-Viewing Questions
1.
Who established Islam?  Where was it established?

2.
How old is Islam?  

3.
In what language was Islam revealed?

4.
Do you think contemporary Muslims differ from Muslims living at the time Islam was established?

B.
Outline
1.
Islam as Central Factor in Arab World and Middle East

2.
Establishing Islam

3.
Contemporary States: Religion vs. Secularization

4.
Islamic Sects

5.
Islamic Scholars

6.
Sixteenth Century Spread of Islam

7.
Diversity of Islamic Countries Today

C.
Discussion Questions
1.
How and to what extent does Islam help us to understand the Middle East?

2.
What changes did Islam bring about in women's rights?  How did the status of early Muslim women compare to the status of Western women?  How does the status of Muslim women compare to the status of Western women today?

3.
Based on your knowledge of Islamic ideology and the "five pillars of Islam", how would you distinguish between Islam in "practice" and Islam as an "ideology"? 

4.
Are the notions of a secular state and Islam inherently contradictory?  Is it possible to have a harmonious combination of both?

5.
The video states that Islam is a guide to deal with contemporary problems and questions.  What do you think some of these issues might be?
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