
THE ARABIC LANGUAGE

Lecture Outline 

I. PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS

1. Which do you think is the older language, Arabic or English?

2. Name some of the countries in the world in which Arabic is the official language.

3. Who uses Arabic besides the Arabs? 

4. What do you expect the lecturer to say about the Arabic language?

II. OUTLINE

A. The origin of the Arabic language.

B. Influence of Islam on development and growth of Arabic.

C. The religious, national and cultural significance of Arabic.

D. The Arabic alphabet.

E. Arabic as a world language.

F. Job opportunities

III. NOTE TAKING

The origins of the Arabic language.
1. Arabic is a member of the Semitic family of languages (Hebrew, Amharic (spoken in Ethiopia), Akkadian (spoken by ancient Assyrians and Babylonians), and Aramaic (spoken in the Holy Land at the time of Christ and is still used by inhabitants of a few villages in Syria).

2. The term Semitic refers to the eldest of Noah’s sons, Shem from whom the people of the Middle East descended.

3. The earliest inscriptions in Arabic were associated with the Nabataens, an Arabic speaking people who migrated from the Arabian Peninsula about 580 BC to the south of what is called now Jordan and established the Nabatean Kingdom, whose capital was Petra. 

· The Nabateans were native speakers of Arabic, but as merchants and traders they spoke the lingua franca of the day, Aramaic.

· Many of their inscriptians were in Aramaic, but some were written in an early form of Arabic script derived from the Nabatean script, for example:

A tombstone from Umm al-Jimal - 250 AD

Namarah inscription of Umr`u al-Qays - 328 AD

4. Pre-Islam 

· Arabic was an oral language, tribal dialects

· Standard Poetic Arabic used by poets

· No real need for widespread use of Arabic script until the expansion of the Arabic speaking people outside the Arabian Peninsula with the spread of Islam.

Influence of Islam on development and growth of Arabic.

1. Qur'an revealed to Prophet Muhammad in Standard Arabic.

2. Need to record Qur'an led to development of Arabic script in the 8th century. Until that time, the writing system in Arabic didn’t come into full use.

The religious, national and cultural significance of Arabic.

1. Arabic is considered the instrument of the Islamic religion. All Muslims use Arabic in their daily prayers and most Muslims learn Arabic to read and understand Islamic heritage written in Arabic

2. Arabic became the national language of the Muslim State, unifying the various religious (Muslims, Christians, Jews)  and ethnic groups (Arabs, Persians, Spaniards).

3. Arabic became the carrier of Arab-Islamic civilization between 8th and 15th centuries (literary, scholarly and scientific production) 

4. Muslim artists have developed and used Arabic script as their principal art form. Several calligraphic styles were developed for this purpose, the most important of which are Kufic and Naskhi.

The Arabic alphabet.

1. Consists of 28 letters including 3 long vowels.

2. There are 3 more short vowels which are added over or below letters.

3. Arabic words are almost always spelled exactly as they sound.

4. Most of the letters connect to those preceding or following them.

5. There are no capital letters.

6. Arabic is written from right to left.

7. Arabic is the best example of diglossia among world languages. It has two forms:

· Standard Arabic, which is the medium of written communication (newspapers, literature, correspondence).  It is also used for oral communication in formal settings (news broadcasts, formal speeches, sermons in mosques and churches, university lectures).

· Colloquial Arabic, which is used for daily spoken communication; this form has numerous regional varieties.

Arabic as a world language

1. Arabic is the only Semitic language that has been widely spoken continually from ancient times until the present

2. In addition to 280 million people of Arab countries, Arabic is spoken by more than 4 million people of Arab origin residing in USA and Canada.

3. As stated above, more than one billion people in the Muslim world use Arabic as a vital spiritual component of their daily life.

4. Since 1977, Arabic has been one of the six languages of the United Nations.

Job opportunities

1. Foreign service with government ( intelligence, political 

Analysts, interpreters, embassies abroad)

2. Business, industry and banking ( managers, economic 

Analysts, translators, consultants, correspondents)

3. Academia ( teaching, research, material development)

1V. DISCUSSION

1. What have you learned about Arabic from the lecture?

2. What interested you most?  Least?  Why?

3. If you need clarification of any points, now is the time to ask questions.

4. If you disagree with anything that has been said, feel free to give your opinion.  Support your position with evidence.

5. If you agree with what has been said and wish to add any ideas or details, you are welcome to do so.

1

