Small Group Discussion Exercise: Arab American Relations

1. How can we characterize US policy towards the Arab world immediately after WWII? What were the main issues of the day and role did the United States play in the region?

2. How did US policy towards the Arab world change under the Eisenhower administration (1953-1961)? What were some of the factors which influenced US foreign policy during this time?

3. How can we characterize US policy towards the Arab world during the 1960’s? How did the US react to the June 1967 War and what were some of the motivations behind taking the stance that it did?

4. What changes in US foreign policy towards the Arab world occurred under Richard Nixon (1969-1974)? What were the main issues of concern and how did the US go about protecting its interests in the region?

5. What role did Henry Kissinger play in Arab American relations during the early to mid 1970’s? Did he do a good job of representing US interests in the region? Were his diplomatic efforts successful?

6. How can we characterize US policy towards the Arab world under the Ford administration (1974-1977)? Were there any important shifts in US foreign policy towards the region? Why or why not?

7. Taking into consideration the signing of the Camp David accords under Carter, how can we characterize the relationship between the US, Israel, and the Arab world during the latter 1970’s? What were some of the most important factors motivating US policy in the region during this time?

8. How did the Islamic revolution in Iran and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan affect US policy towards the Middle East, and more specifically towards the Arab world? What was the ‘Carter Doctrine’ and why did Carter feel so compelled to pronounce it?  

9. One of the main issues affecting US foreign policy in the Middle East after the collapse of the Soviet Union was Gulf security. Taking into consideration the Gulf War, what were/are the main reasons for US intervention in the Gulf?

10. What factors contribute to the strong US-Israeli bond? What are the main US interests in maintaining good relationships with Israel and what issues have strained such relations?

11. Historically, how has the United States reacted to Arab nationalism? What have been some of the main issues of contention and which Arab countries have been at the center of US concern?

12. During the Regan years (1981-1989) how did US policy towards the Arab world change? What were the main issues at play here and how did the US go about protecting its interests in the region?

13. What were the central objectives of American policy in the Arab world during the 1980’s? What about the so-called second-tier polices?

14. What was the state of military buildup in the Arab world during the 1980’s? What role did the U.S. play during this time?

15. What was U.S. policy on the issue of terrorism during the 1980’s? What types of terrorism were U.S. policy makers concerned with and how did they go about addressing such perceived threats?

16. How could we characterize U.S. involvement in the Lebanese civil war? What were the main issues of contention?

17. How could we characterize U.S. policy towards Syria under Reagan? What were the main issues at play?

18. How much headway did Regan make in pushing forward the gains made by Carter in brokering a peace between Israel and the Palestinians? What stance did the Regan administration assume towards the problem during this time?

19. What role did the U.S. play in the Iran-Iraq war? What were some of the underlying issues which dictated U.S. policy, or involvement, in the conflict?

20. How could we characterize U.S. relations with Libya during the Reagan years? What were some of the major issues which constituted the ‘heart of the fight’ between Qaddafi and Reagan?

21. How could we characterize U.S. policy towards Egypt during the 1980’s? What steps did the U.S. government take to cultivate Egypt as an ally?

22. What was U.S. policy towards the PLO during the mid and late 1980’s? What type of role did the U.S. perceive itself playing in the Palestinian-Israeli conflict?

23. What was the Iran-contra scandal and how did it relate to broader issues of US foreign policy in the Middle East? What were the main issues of concern during this time and how did the US try to further protect its interests in the Gulf?

24. What role did Secretary of State Charles Shultz play in US foreign policy in the Arab world during the late 1980’s? What were the main issues he dealt with and what was of particular concern to the US during that time?

25. How can we characterize US foreign policy towards the Arab world under the Bush Sr. administration? What were the biggest issues of concern and how were they dealt with?

26. Were there any major policy shifts with regard to Israel under the Bush Sr. administration? If so, what were they and what may have influenced them?

27. How can we characterize U.S. involvement in the early days of the Gulf Crisis? What were the main U.S. interests at play and how did the U.S. respond to Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait?

28. Once the US and coalition finally forces declared war on Iraq, on what grounds did they justify such action? What were the main concerns? Was the action taken successful? 

29. How can we characterize the aftermath of the Gulf War in terms of its effect on relations between the United States and the Arab world? Has US-coalition policy been effective in terms of meeting its post-Gulf War goals? Why or why not?

30. How can we characterize relations between the US and the Arab world under the Clinton administration? What were the ‘hot issues’ of the day and how did US foreign policy towards the region change?

31. Overall, how successful were the Clinton administration’s efforts to broker a peace between Israel and the Palestinians? How did they go about attempting to effect such a peace? What went wrong?

32. US foreign policy towards the Middle East, and the Arab world in particular, has traditionally been characterized by four main goals. What are they and how successful has the US been in meeting them?

33. Over the past few months, the new Bush administration has begun to set its agenda for US foreign policy during the next four years. Taking into account the general tenor of US-Arab relations during the 20th century what are your predictions for the future? Do you expect to see a marked turn in US foreign policy towards the region? Are there issues which will be of particular importance?
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