ARAB-ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION
(Listening Guide)
A.  PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS

1.  What constitutes a civilization?

2.  Name some of the world's greatest civilizations.

3.  What are some of the main characteristics of Western civilization?

4.   How do civilizations influence each other?

5.  What were some of the effects of the Arab civilization in Spain during the Middle Ages on the development of Western civilization?

B.  OUTLINE

I.  Extent of Arab conquests.


A. West (712AD-1492)


B.  East

II. Accomplishments of Arab Civilization 

      A. 750 AD-1250 Spain (al-Andalus) experienced a golden age

1. Education

2.  Philosophy

3. Geography

4.  Architecture

5. History 

6. Medicine

7. Mathematics

8. Astronomy

9. Chemistry 

10. Literature

11. Jurisprudence 

12. Agriculture

13. Music

III. Concluding Statements:
C.  Discussion

1.  How did Muslim Arabs manage so quickly to seize the provinces of their two neighboring civilizations?  What were some of their own qualities which contributed to their repeated victories over Persian and Byzantine armies?  What were some of the weaknesses of the opposition?

2.  How can the rise and golden age of Arab civilization be accounted for considering that Europe was at the same time in the midst of the Dark Ages?

3.  By the same token, how is it that the beginnings of the European Renaissance coincided more or less with the slow decline of Arab civilization?

4.  Could the rebirth of Europe have come about without the contributions bequeathed to it by Arab civilization?  Why or why not?

5.  Is it possible that the Arab world can regain some of its former brilliance in science and the arts?           

D.  READINGS  The Arab Information Center, Readings from "Arab Civilization Packet."

Read the articles about Arab civilization and prepare an outline such as the one presented above for each of them.  Include in your outline the main points followed by the most important details
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