The Arabic Language 
1. What are some characteristics of the Arabic language?  When you encounter Arabic, how do you know that it’s Arabic?

2. What is a Semitic language?  Name some examples of Semitic languages.  

What are some characteristics that Arabic shares in common with other Semitic 

languages?  What are some characteristics which distinguish Arabic from other 

Semitic languages?

3. The origin of the Arabic language and its relationship with other languages has been constructed in various ways.  What are the theories presented in our readings?  Compare and contrast these theories.

Which of these theories do you agree with?  Why or why not?

4. This week, we read articles dealing with linguistics and linguistic history, but most of us are not linguists.  How can we benefit from these types of studies?

5. Today, written Arabic (Modern Standard Arabic, fusha) differs significantly from spoken Arabic (local dialects, ammiyah).  Some people think that it is acceptable to write in the local dialects (ammiyah).  Others feel that one should only write in standard Arabic (fusha).  Take a side on the debate and defend your position.

6. Produce a figure (ie timeline, tree, etc.) which visually represents different stages of the Arabic language over time.  (Consider both written and spoken Arabic when constructing your figure.)

Speculate what direction that the Arabic language (and your figure) will head in 

the future.

7. Chejne provides examples of Arabic calligraphy in his work (p. 29 and 30).  Compare the different styles of calligraphy.  What characteristics distinguish the different calligraphic styles from each other?  Speculate the ways in which the different styles of calligraphy are employed.  For example, when would you choose to use thuluth? Ruqah?  Kufic?

