Introduction to the Arab World:  An overview

(Viewing Guide- Student Copy)

A.
Pre-Viewing Questions


1.
Based on your own general knowledge and on the course material covered thus far, formulate your own definition of the term "Arab".


For example:  Do you think all Arabs are typically the same?  If yes, what makes them characteristically "Arab"?  If not, how are they different?


2.
How many countries do you know of that you would classify as "Arab"?  In which continent(s) are these countries located?  Are the physical characteristics of these countries uniform or diverse?


3.
Having been exposed to general materials about "Arabs" in this course, what information would you expect to find in an introductory video such as this?  What fundamental issues to do you predict it will (or should) discuss?

B.
OUTLINE


I.
Arab World


II.
Distinctions


III.
Diversity of the Arab World


IV.
Definition of "Arab"

C.
Discussion Questions

1.
According to the video, there is a distinction between Arabs, Moslems, and the Middle East.  What is the difference between each?

2.
The video mentions that the Arab World includes the poorest and wealthiest countries in the world.  Which countries are among the poorest?  Which countries are among the wealthiest?

3.
What are some of the most sacred settings in the Arab world?  Where exactly are they located?

4.
What are the factors which combine Arabs as a whole and create their sense of identity?

5.
Considering this notion that Arab countries are "united", how would you explain the discrepancy in wealth?  Do you think wealthy Arab nations have an "obligation" to assist poor Arab nations?  Why?

6.
What impact, in your opinion, would the Gulf Crisis have upon the Arab world?

E.
SUMMARY REPORT


Prepare a summary report about the geography of the Arab World based upon the lecture, the articles and the video.
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           B.        OUTLINE
I.
Arab World


A.
Boundaries

 
B.
Crossroads for trade


C.
Strategic Location

II.
Distinctions


A.
Middle East


B.
Arab World


C.
Islamic World

III.
Diversity of the Arab World


A.
Arab Societies



1.
Cosmopolitan cities



2.
Rural communities



3.
Desert communities



4.
The poorest and richest countries in the world


B.
Regional Background



1.
North Africa




a.
Industries




b.
European strongholds




c.
Colonialism




d.
Post WW-II Independence



2.
Nile:  Egypt and Sudan




a.
Egypt:  "Gift of the Nile"





1.
Monuments





2.
Fertile valley (3% of land/90% of population)




b.
Sudan





1.
Diverse terrain




c.
Sources of Revenue





a.
Oil





b.
Tourism





c.
Suez Canal





d.
Control of Egypt



3.
Arab Peninsula




a.
Diverse terrain





i.
 desert





ii.
 mountains





iii. sea




b.
Oil




c.
Mecca



4.
The "Fertile Crescent"




a.
Agriculture




b.
Oil




c.
Commerce/Finance




d.
Beauty




e.
Arab/Israeli conflict


VI.
Definition of "Arab"


A.
Combining Factors



1.
Language



2.
History



3.
Culture



4.
Religion

C.
Discussion Questions

1.
According to the video, there is a distinction between Arabs, Moslems, and the Middle East.  What is the difference between each?

2.
The video mentions that the Arab World includes the poorest and wealthiest countries in the world.  Which countries are among the poorest?  Which countries are among the wealthiest?

3.
What are some of the most sacred settings in the Arab world?  Where exactly are they located?

4.
What are the factors which combine Arabs as a whole and create their sense of identity?

5.
Considering this notion that Arab countries are "united", how would you explain the discrepancy in wealth?  Do you think wealthy Arab nations have an "obligation" to assist poor Arab nations?  Why?

6.
What impact, in your opinion, had the Gulf Crisis upon the Arab worl

E.        SUMMARY REPORT DUE WEDNESDAY, January 19.
