03/22/10
POLITICS OF THE ARAB WORLD

(Listening Guide- Student Copy)
I.  PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS

1.  How many different kinds of political systems can you think of?

2.  Is democracy the only viable type of political system?

3.  Do you know of any democracies in the Arab world?

4.  Do you think Arab democracies will have the same character as American democracy?

II.  OUTLINE

1.  The Arab Middle East under the Ottomans
2. European Expansion in the Middle East
A. 1915-16 Hussein-McMahon Correspondence

B. 1916 Sykes-Picot Agreement

C. 1917 Balfour Declaration

D. 1920 League of Nations Mandates

E. Reasons Why Britain and France Wanted to Occupy Arab Countries

      a)

      b)

3.  WWI and Its Aftermath:  Towards Independent States
A. French Colonies:
B. British Colonies:

4.  The Idea of Independent States

A.  The Syrian National Social Party

B.   The Ba‘th Party


C.   The Muslim Brotherhood Party

5.  The Colonial Legacy 

6.  Political Systems

A. Traditional (oligarchies)

i. Monarchies
ii. Emirates

iii. Sultanate

B. Republican Systems

i. Military Republics

ii. Republics

iii. Democracies

7. The idea of the Islamic Nation

A.  Liberal Reform Movements
B. Conservative Islamists
C.  Obstacles and Challenges

8.  Conclusion
III.  Discussion

1.  The Arab world has some of the few remaining monarchies in the world, how do you account for their survival there?

2. Can a monarchy be a just form of government that serves the interests of the people?

3.  Can you think of any reason for the lackluster showing so far of democratic experiments in the Arab world?

4.  Do you think that military dictatorships represent a stable form of government in the Arab world? Think specifically of Iraq and Syria.
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