GEOGRAPHY OF THE ARAB WORLD

(Student Copy)
A.  PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS

1.  When you hear the name "Arab world", what countries come to mind?   

2.  Can you name any country in the Middle East that is not Arab?    

3.   How would you describe the topography of the USA?  Of the Arab world?

4.  What type of climate do you like?  Where in the USA could 
you find mild Mediterranean weather?  Where in the Arab world?  

B.  OUTLINE
I. The Arab World.

a. Boundaries

b. Countries

c. Climate and environments

i) North Africa

ii) Arabian Desert

iii) The Levant

d. General Profile (source: The World Factbook, 2005.):
http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/
Country    Population    Capital    Area (m2)  Climate

Algeria    32,531,853    Algiers    918,497     hot summer, mild winter

Bahrain       688,345    Manama         260     hot, humid

Comoros       671,247    Moroni         838     tropical marine; rainy

Djibouti      476,703    Djibouti     8,996     hot year-round

Egypt      77,505,756    Cairo      386,000  dry,hot summer,mild winter

Jordan      5,759,732    Amman       37,738     hot summer mild winter

Iraq        26,074,906   Baghdad    167,924     hot summer warm winter

Kuwait      2,335,648    Kuwait       6,800     hot summer warm winter

Lebanon     3,826,018    Beirut       4,815     Mediterranean

Libya       5,765,563    Tripoli    679,536     Mediterranean hot 









Interior

Mauritania  3,086,859    Nouakchott 419,229     hot and dry interior








      mild coast

Morocco    32,725,847    Rabat      171,953     Mediterranean hot 









Interior

Oman        3,001,583    Muscat      82,030     hot, humid coast

                                                hot, dry interior

Palestine   3,761,904    Jerusalem    ? ? ?     mild summer,cool winter

(Gaza and West Bank)

Qatar        863,051     Doha        4,427      hot summer, warm winter

Saudi Arabia 26,417,599  Riyadh    865,000      hot and dry

Somalia    8,591,629     Mogadishu 246,000      hot and dry interior

cooler and humid coast

Sudan     40,187,486     Khartoum  966,757      hot, rainy summer

mild winter

Syria     18,448,752     Damascus   71,500     Mediterranean, hot interior

Tunisia    10,074,951    Tunis      63,378     Mediterranean

UAE        2,563,212     Abu Dhabi  30,000   hot, humid summer, mild winter

Yemen     20,727,063     San’aa    205,541    cool highlands hot, humid

TOTAL:   289,523,961
C.  DISCUSSION

1.  How would you define the terms "Arab world" and "Middle East"?

2.  Why would most Arabs prefer to use the term "Arab world" or "Arab nation" when referring to Arab countries?  Does the idea of a unified Arab nation have any basis in fact?

3.  What do you think is the most crucial natural resource in the Arab world?

4.  How would you characterize the climate throughout the Arab world?

5.   Now that you have a good idea about the climate of the Arab countries, in which Arab country would you like to spend your next vacation?
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