ISLAM

( Student Copy )
A.  PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS
1.  What is meant by the three monotheistic religions?

2.  What is the essential message of these religions?

3.  Can you name some of the prophets of these religions?

4.  What do you know about Muslims in the U.S.?     

5.   Can you name any countries that are predominantly Muslim?

6.  How do you think Islam differs from Judaism and Christianity?  Does it bear any similarities?  

B.  OUTLINE

1.  Religion in the Arab world.

a.
Islam

b.
Christianity

c.
Judaism



2. The Muslim World

a.
Arab countries

b.
Middle Eastern

c.
Non-Middle Eastern (Muslim minorities)

d.
Non-Middle Eastern (Muslim majorities)

e.
Arab element in Islam

3.  Islam

a.
The prophet Muhammad

b.
Islamic dynasties

c.
The Five Pillars of Islam

1)
Shahada (proclamation of faith)

2)
Salat (prayer)

3)
Zakat (charity)

4)
Siyam (fasting)

5)
Hajj (pilgrimage)

d.
Islamic teachings

1)
The term Islam

2)
Components of salam

(a)
Inner peace

(b)
Social cohesion

(c)
Conflict resolutions

3)
Islamic Fundamentalism and Extremism

(a)
Fundamentalism

(b)
Extremism

e.
Sources of Islamic teaching

1)
Qur’an

2)
Hadith

3)
Ijma’ (consensus)

4)
Ijtihad (exerting efforts)

5)
Qiyas (reasoning by analogy)

C.  DISCUSSION
1.  In what way is Islam similar to the other monotheistic religions?

2.  With most Muslims living outside of the Arab world, how is it possible that Islam and Arabs are so closely linked in the popular imagination?

3.  Do you think that the old European term Mohamedanism if apt? Why or why not?

4.  Do you agree that an Arab can belong to another religion besides Islam?

D.  READINGS:  1)  Ismail Faruqi.  Islam.   Chapter 1, "The Phenomenon of Islam.";  Chapter 2, "The Prophet Muhammad.";  2) Annemarie Schimmel.  Islam: An Introduction.  Chapter 5, "The Koran and its Teachings."

Read the articles about Islam and prepare an outline for each of them. 
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