Arab Americans

Listening Guide

A.
PRE LISTENING QUESTIONS

1.
How important is immigration to the make-up of American society?

2.
Why would people want to immigrate to any country and to America in particular?

3.
Can you think of any immigrants who have had a large impact upon American society?

4.
Can you name any well-known Americans of Arab descent?

B.
OUTLINE

1.
Arab migration to the United States

a. First Wave

· 1875-1920

· Reasons for Immigration

b. Second Wave

· 1940-1965

· Reasons

c. Third Wave

· 1965-1990

· Reasons

d. Fourth Wave

· Early 1990s on

· Reasons

2.
Arab Contributions to American Society 

a. Entertainment

b. Politics

c. Literature

d. Farming

e. Other Fields

3. Future Challenges

a. Assimilation

b. Identity Crisis

c. Minority Status

d. Relations with Arab Governments

C.
Discussion

1.
In what ways have Arab Americans integrated themselves into American life?  

2.
Do you think Arab Americans have different views of their American identity than do other immigrant groups?    

3.
Do you think that the contribution made by Arab Americans to American society is disproportionate to their numbers?   

4.
How do you think Arabs have fit into the diverse ethnic fabric of American society? 

5.
Now that the number of Arab Americans is around three million, do you think it is appropriate for the Arabic language to be taught in school?
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