REEL BAD ARABS   /  BROTHER AND OTHERS

A.
PRE-VIEWING QUESTIONS

1.
What are some examples of depictions of Arabs in Hollywood movies?   Compare the examples.  How are they similar? What are some differences between them?  

2.
What were the reasons for portraying Arabs in these ways?

3.
What might be some results and effects of stereotyping Arabs and Muslims?

4.
Can you recall the immediate response of U.S. government and law enforcement agencies to the 9/11 attacks?  What was your opinion of the response at the time and has it changed since then?

B.
OUTLINE

1.
Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies a People

a.
Myths of Arabland

b.
Politics and Hollywood

c.
Palestinians and Muslims

d.
Films that show Americans killing dehumanized Arabs.

e.
Islamophobia
f.
Getting Real

2.
Brothers and Others (Excerpts) 

a.
Intro: What makes America
b. 
Gomaa Farrag - New York Businessman

c.
Interviews (Smith, Chomsky, Tancredo)

d.
Post-9/11 detentions 

e.
Terrorism

f.
Imran Ali – No longer feels that American rights and ideals are guaranteed to him.

C.
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1.
What images in Reel Bad Arabs seemed most remarkable?  Are there some examples of movie portrayals of Arabs, whether dehumanizing or humanizing, that you would have included that he did not?  Why have Hollywood movies portrayed Arabs they way they have?  Are you optimistic that a correction will happen?

2.
What was particularly strong or weak about Dr. Shaheen's argument?  What are some other groups that have been vilified or dehumanized in Hollywood movies?  How is that vilification or stereotyping similar to or different from that of Arabs?  

3.
Which statements in the Brothers and Others interviews impressed you the most?  Which did you find especially convincing?

4.
Imagine yourself having an experience similar to Gomaa Farrag's or Imran Ali's, how would your response be similar or different? 
