The Arabs –   Survey

Discussion Questions

1. What were some of the great ancient Arab civilizations, where were they located, and what were there claims to fame?

· Nabateans. 

· Southern, Yemenite, kingdoms

· Palmyra

· Petra
2. What was the traditional livelihood of the Bedouins and what were some of its main features.

3. What was the most important social unit of Bedouin society, how was it structured, and how did it function.

4. What were some of the most important Bedouin values and ideals?

5. What were some of the defining features of Bedouin cultural and religious institutions?

6. James Reilly makes the statement “an Arab is anyone whose mother tongue is Arabic and who identifies himself or herself as such” yet Halim Barakat offers a critique of the idea that Arab identity is primarily linguistic. What are the some of the issues which either support or negate these statements. 

7. Halim Barakat proposes that: “identity refers to the sharing of essential elements that define the character and orientation of people and affirm their common needs, interests and goals with reference to joint actions…but at the same time it recognizes the importance of heterogeneity and plurality”. How does can this understanding of identity be applied to the notion of ‘Arab identity’; be specific.

· Homogeneities:

· Heterogeneities

8. What is Arab Nationalism, when did it begin, and who were/are among its most prominent spokesmen.

