VIEWING GUIDE: STEREOTYPING MUSLIMS IN AMERICA W/ PAULA ZAHN

Pre-Viewing Questions:

1. Does the U.S. have a large Muslim population?  Is this population growing or shrinking?

2. How are Muslim-Americans perceived by the non-Muslim population of the U.S.?

3. Are Muslims an integrated part of American society?

I: Congressman Keith Ellison (First Muslim in Congress)


A:  Congressman Ellison was sworn in on Thomas Jefferson’s Qur`an.


B:  Dennis Prager sees Ellison as a threat.

II: Building a Mosque in Katy, TX

III: Building a Mosque in Florida

IV: ‘Little Mosque on the Praire’

Discussion Questions:

1. Are Muslims becoming an integrated part of American society?

2. What are some of the factors that keep many Americans from accepting Muslims as a part of American society?

3. Congressman Ellison and ‘Little Mosque on the Prairie’ both show ways in which Muslim-Americans (and Canadians) are becoming more visible to mainstream American (and Canadian) society.  What effect could this have on tensions between Muslims and non-Muslims in the U.S. (and Canada)?
