8. Multicultural peoples of North America:  Arab Americans
Viewing Guide
A.
PRE-VIEWING QUESTIONS
1.
Have you ever met an Arab-American?  Did this person speak Arabic?  Was this person a first generation Arab-American?

2.
Is it possible to characterize the typical "Arab-American"?

3.
Where do most Arab-Americans live?  Are they concentrated in one particular location or spread throughout the country?

4.
Who are some of the most prominent Arab-Americans in American society today?

B.
OUTLINE

1.
Introduction

2.
The First Wave
3.   The Second Wave
4. Later Waves of Immigration
5. The Zaher Family (Salma, George, and Amer)
      6.  Influential Arab-Americans

C.
Discussion
1.
State the most important reasons for Arabs leaving their countries and coming to the United States.

2.
What are some of the most significant distinctions between the first, second and later waves of immigration of Arab-Americans?

3.
How did early Arab-American immigrants to the U.S. keep their heritage alive?  What forces tie Arab-Americans together?  
4.
In what ways does Amer Zaher continue to keep his Arab heritage alive?

5.  What contributions have Arab-Americans made in their respective societies?  Have these contributions differed among the various generations of Arab-Americans?  If yes, how have they differed? 


6. In what ways are Arab-American immigrants similar to immigrants from other cultural                             

groups (for example, Japanese Americans, Italian Americans, Irish Americans)?  What common challenges have they faced?   
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