FAMILY MATTERS
(VIEWING GUIDE)

A.
Pre-Viewing Questions
1.
Is the typical Middle Eastern family a nuclear or extended family?

2.
Have you every visited the home of a Middle Eastern family?  How were you treated as a guest?

3.
In general, do you think Middle Eastern families differ greatly from American families?  If yes, how do they differ?  If no, how are they the same?

4.
What are the roles of men and women in a Middle Eastern family?  How are they different?  Who is responsible for these roles?

5.
Do you think polygamy is common among Middle Eastern families?  Do you think polygamy is legal in all Middle Eastern countries?

B.
Outline

I.
Characteristics of the Middle Eastern Family 


II.
Implications for Middle Eastern Society 


III.
Implications for Middle Eastern Women


IV.
The Middle Eastern Family today

I.
Characteristics of the Middle Eastern Family

A.
Geography

B.
Size

C.
Patriarchal Structure

D.
Sheikhs / Sheikhdoms

E.
Powerful Ruling Families


1.
The most powerful ruling family today:  The Saudi Family

II.
Implications for Middle Eastern Society


A.
Government


B.
Business


C.
Hospitality / Sharing

D.
Social Equity

III.
Implications for Middle Eastern Women


A.
Wives



1.
Polygamy


B.
Daughters


C.
Women defined in terms of men

        D.        Men defined in terms of women

        E.
     Women's sanctuary:  the Home

       F.
    The Role of Islam



1.
Preserved cultural tradition 



2.
Gave women new rights and freedom

    G.
Women's Status throughout the Middle East

IV.
The Middle Eastern Family Today


A.
Benefits for 

B. Fragmentation of

D.
Discussion

1.
Explain the patriarchal family structure.  How has this structure shaped Middle Eastern society?  Does this structure still exist today?  If yes, where?

2.
How can one distinguish between "family ties" and "nepotism" (favoritism shown to a relative)?  How does the video explain the prevalence of "nepotism" in Middle Eastern business and government?

3.
The video discusses "hariim" (women) and "haraam" (that which is forbidden).  To what extent do these concepts apply to contemporary Middle Eastern households?

4.
The narrator states that Middle Eastern men are "defined in terms of women."  What effect does this have on Middle Eastern society?

5.
In what way did Islam change the position of women in Middle Eastern society?  What cultural traditions did it preserve?  What cultural traditions did it alter?  

6.
How has the Middle Eastern family been affected by modernization?  What is the result of these effects within society?

