WOMEN AND ISLAM (30 min)

VIEWING GUIDE

Leila Ahmed, professor of women’s studies at Amherst, argues the case for revision of the widely-held views of the Islamic world about the role of women, using examples from history and the role played by women in the contemporary society. She explains the origin of the veil, and discusses the issue of marriage and women’s rights within marriage.

I. Current debates revolving Muslim women:

a. Are Muslim women happy with their lives?

b. What are the origins of the veil and polygamy?

c. The equality of the sexes in the Quran:

II. Quran interpretations:

a. Modern interpretations vs. early interpretations:

b. Scholarly women interpretation of the Quran:

III. Women in society:

a. Lessons learned from the dreadful  history of women:

b. What women are doing to transform society?

c. History of women liberation:

d. The reemergence of the veil:

IV. Prophet Mohammad and women:

a. How did women behave during the time of the Prophet Mohammad?

b. How did Prophet Mohammad behave around women?

V. Modern Islam and women:


a. What specific rights did Islam give to women?

b. Islamic movements and their assumptions of women role:

c. Does Islam limit the choices of women?

d. What is the Quran view of women?

VI. In conclusion, what does Leila Ahmed advocate when interpreting the Quran?

