Palestinians

The Palestinians situated in Lebanon have never been whole-heartedly welcome.  Lebanon has been the home of many Palestinians ever since the creation of the state of Israel in 1948.  Moreover, Lebanon has become a home for many Palestinian refugees from Arab/Israeli conflicts (Davies 1).  The purpose of this paper is to focus on Palestinians as a minority group in Lebanon.  Therefore, this paper will include the following relevant discussions:

1) Demographics of Lebanon

2) Medical Aid for Palestinians and Palestine Red Crescent Society

3) Palestinians in refugee camps

4) Palestine Liberation Organization

While discussing the following topics, the concept of Palestinians as a minority will remain the focal point.  


Despite having significant representation in Lebanon, Palestinians do not benefit from the legal rights enjoyed by the rest of the population.  There are approximately 400,000 Palestinians in Lebanon.  Overall, Palestinians make up 12.5% of the total population (Davies 1).  It only seems fair that Palestinians be given the same rights as all Lebanese people.  Unfortunately, this is not the case.  Rather, Palestinians are not citizens of Lebanon.  Therefore, they cannot enjoy the legal rights of the nation.  There has been stability within Lebanon ever since the peace settlement in 1992 (Davies 1).  With a more stable nation, the government has been able to restore certain services.  Once again, the Palestinians do not benefit from this, as they are merely refugees.


Although Palestinians are unable to profit from Lebanese services, certain charities exist which are dedicated to improve their cause.  One such charity, Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP), is “dedicated to the health and humanitarian needs of the Palestinian people” (MAP 1).  MAP is a British charity established in 1984 after the Sabra and Shatila massacres in Lebanon.  In a nutshell, the Sabra and Shatila massacre occurred in September 1982 by Lebanese Christian militias.  Israeli soldiers surrounded the two camps during the massacre.  The Christian militias were sent in by Israel to find Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) members.  Israel has denied responsibility for this incident (Wikipedia: Sabra and Shatila).  The MAP organization provides support through the following means:

· Training local medical staff

· Teaching vocational skills

· Providing aid to vulnerable groups (e.g. disabled people)  (MAP 1).

Another effective charity, the Palestine Red Crescent Society (PRCS), provides humanitarian services to Palestinians throughout the Middle East (PRCS 1).  This society was established in 1968 to meet the social and political needs of Palestinians.  Within Lebanon, the PRCS is responsible for four hospitals, one laboratory, and ten clinics (Davies 1).  Even though Palestinians are receiving this aid, they are not fortunate.  Rather, Palestinians would benefit more if they received Lebanese citizenship.  This would not only give them access to more helpful services; it would give Palestinians a voice within the government.


The refugee camps in Lebanon illustrate the destitution among Palestinians.  Almost half of the worlds 5.2 million Palestinians are refugees, with 300,000 – 400,000 in Lebanon (Peteet).  Approximately 10% of Lebanon’s population resides in these camps (Lebanon refugee camp profiles).  The Palestine refugees experience a multitude of problems.  First, the refugees do not attain social and civil rights.  Second, they cannot depend on the government’s public health or educational facilities.  Finally, they have no access to public social services (Lebanon refugee camp profiles).  Instead, the majority of the refugees rely on the United Nations Relief and Work Agency (UNRWA) as the provider of education, health, and social services (Lebanon refugee camp profiles).  Another disparaging problem resides in professional work.  Palestinian refugees are not allowed to work in more than 70 trades and professions.  Not surprisingly, this has resulted in a high rate of unemployment (Lebanon refugee camp profiles).  Until Palestinians are able to escape these camps, they will continue to suffer through poverty and hardship.


The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is dedicated to the establishment of an independent Palestine state.  This nationalist organization was founded in 1964 by Egypt and the Arab League (PLO 1).  Originally, PLO was committed to the termination of Israel through the use of armed forces (PLO 1).  The integrity of this organization is always under scrutiny.  This is due to terrorist attacks carried out by groups affiliated to the organization.  However, the PLO “recognized Israel’s right to exist and renounced terrorism”(PLO 1).


The Palestinians situation as a minority is not the main issue.  On the other hand, the manner in which Palestinians are treated should be brought to the forefront.  A plethora of minority groups are able to exist without experiencing the type of hardship the Palestinians have endured.  The charity-based organizations are essential for getting Palestinians headed in the right direction.  However it is simply not enough.  An important topic which was not raised in this paper, is the issue of land and independence. Based on my findings, it is important for Palestinians in Lebanon to achieve citizenship.  This would give them more respect.  Likewise, Palestinians would have access to the best possible health services within their nation.  It is unfair to deny these rights to a minority group, which makes up 12.5% of the total population.  The only problem is, it is easier said than done.
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